
MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Interested Parties 
FROM: Leslie Dach and Brad Woodhouse, Protect Our Care 
RE: Predicting President Trump’s Biggest Health Care Lies at the State of the Union 
DATE: February 3, 2020 
 
President Trump knows he is in deep political trouble on health care. You don’t have to look any 
further than his tirade against his own HHS Secretary earlier this month or the polling that 
consistently shows that his policies are overwhelmingly rejected by large majorities of voters. 
 
So what will President Trump say about health care during his State of the Union Address? He 
won’t propose policies that make America healthier or health care more affordable. Instead, he 
will undoubtedly repeat the lies and make more of the false promises that have defined his 
record since the first day he took office.  
 
Here’s the truth: President Trump is a threat to Americans’ health care. No matter how much he 
repeats lies about his failed policies, his record speaks for itself. Here are a few of Trump’s most 
egregious lies on health care and meaningless policy initiatives we expect to hear on Tuesday 
contrasted with the truth about what he’s actually done.  
 
Pre-Existing Conditions 

 
Lie: Trump claims that he “saved” protections for people with pre-existing conditions.  
 
Truth: Trump has tried repeatedly to strip protections from 135 million Americans with 
pre-existing conditions through failed attempts to repeal the Affordable Care Act in Congress 
and through his ongoing federal lawsuit to overturn the health care law. Despite that fact, Trump 
has repeatedly lied about protecting people with pre-existing conditions, even though the lie is 
easily debunked by his repeated attempts to strip them away. 
 

● Trump supported multiple House and Senate repeal bills that would have ended such 
protections.  

● He is pushing junk insurance plans that allow for insurance companies to discriminate 
against people with pre-existing conditions.  

● He is arguing in court that pre-existing condition protections for 135 million Americans 
should be eliminated in a lawsuit Trump himself claimed would “terminate” the Affordable 
Care Act and its consumer protections. 

 
Prescription Drugs 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/trump-lashes-out-at-hhs-secretary-after-briefing-shows-democrats-leading-on-health-care/2020/01/17/f6ad2eae-3972-11ea-bf30-ad313e4ec754_story.html
https://www.protectourcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/POCAggregateMemo.pdf
https://www.protectourcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Democratic-Advantage-on-Healthcare-in-2020.pdf
https://khn.org/news/trumps-claim-that-he-saved-preex-conditions-part-fantasy-part-delusion/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/key-flaws-of-short-term-health-plans-pose-risks-to-consumers
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/428052-trump-predicts-obamacare-will-be-terminated-by-the-courts


Lie: Trump claims to have lowered prescription drug costs. He stated "drug prices are coming 
down, first time in 51 years because of my administration." 
 
Truth: Drug prices have soared under President Trump. While drug companies have continued 
to raise prices, Trump rewarded them with massive tax breaks and now opposes giving 
Medicare the power to negotiate for lower drug costs - the single most effective measure to do 
so.  
 

● President Trump gave drug companies billions of dollars in tax breaks while they rake in 
massive profits and raise prices on Americans.  

● He opposes the single most important thing you can do to lower drug prices -- giving 
Medicare the power to negotiate for lower prices. 

● He has repeatedly talked about lowering prices based on costs in other countries, but 
independent experts have said his proposals would be ineffective. 
 

Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security 
 
Lie: Trump claims he and Republicans will “stand for protecting Social Security and Medicare 
and Medicaid.”  
 
Truth: President Trump has repeatedly asked for massive cuts to these programs in his 
budgets and signaled he will put slashing benefits for Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security 
on the table in 2020 if re-elected.  
 

● As recently as this month, President Trump signaled that he is open to slashing benefits 
for vital programs like Medicare, Medicaid and Social Security.  

● President Trump’s most recent budget proposed slashing Medicaid by $1.5 trillion and 
Medicare by $845 million. 

● Through his support for repeal and the Texas lawsuit, President Trump has supported 
eliminating Medicaid expansion which has provided coverage to 17 million Americans in 
37 states. 

 
“Insurance for Everybody” 
 
Lie: Trump has promised his health care plan would cover everyone, and claimed he is “far 
better on HealthCare than the Democrats!" 
 
Truth: President Trump’s systematic war on health care has made it less affordable, and his 
harmful policies have left more Americans uninsured. His own polling shows he is extremely 
unpopular on the issue. And despite his many promises to release a “phenomenal” health care 
plan, he has yet to produce one. 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/2019/05/22/trumps-gripe-filled-press-conference-annotated/
https://www.axios.com/drug-price-increases-2020-pfizer-gilead-475dbce9-d75a-4ff2-804c-a8289bb35f74.html
https://www.axios.com/drug-price-increases-2020-pfizer-gilead-475dbce9-d75a-4ff2-804c-a8289bb35f74.html
https://americansfortaxfairness.org/issue/blockbuster-merger-stock-buybacks-big-pharma-using-trump-gop-tax-cuts/
https://www.axios.com/health-care-pharma-hospitals-q2-2019-7c20729d-ab9b-460b-9ea8-b08902491eec.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter_axiosvitals&stream=top
https://www.goodrx.com/blog/january-drug-price-hikes-2020/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/SAP_HR-3.pdf
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/01/24/trump-international-drug-pricing-plan-103885
http://www.aparchive.com/metadata/youtube/0bf6f4e71af66761af69cf43b466e775
https://apnews.com/7f7434c75fbef63aacaa0b8aeb851d1e
https://www.vox.com/policy-and-politics/2019/3/12/18260271/trump-medicaid-social-security-medicare-budget-cuts
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/status-of-state-medicaid-expansion-decisions-interactive-map/
https://www.politico.com/story/2017/03/trump-obamacare-promises-236021
http://wapo.st/trumpclaimsdb?claim=16050
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/01/17/trump-berates-azar-over-bad-health-care-polling-100650
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/01/17/trump-berates-azar-over-bad-health-care-polling-100650
https://khn.org/news/trump-phenomenal-republican-health-plan-political-strategy/


● Under the Trump presidency, the number of uninsured Americans has gone up by at 
least 7 million, in large part due to his policies to undermine the Affordable Care Act.  

● Trump’s war on health care is deeply unpopular, and polls have shown that Americans 
trust Democrats more to protect their health care and lower costs. 

● Democrats have put forward popular provisions to strengthen protections for pre-existing 
conditions, and lower the costs of prescription drugs by giving Medicare the power to 
negotiate for lower prices. Trump opposes them all. 

● President Trump has continuously undermined health care by pushing harmful policies 
like junk insurance plans that don’t cover pre-existing conditions, and harmful work 
requirements on Medicaid that have resulted in thousands losing coverage and puts 
millions more Americans at risk of being kicked off the rolls. 

https://www.vox.com/2019/1/23/18194228/trump-uninsured-rate-obamacare-medicaid
https://www.protectourcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Democratic-Advantage-on-Healthcare-in-2020.pdf
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2019/11/20/critics-say-junk-plans-are-being-pushed-aca-exchanges/
https://www.cbpp.org/health/states-experiences-confirming-harmful-effects-of-medicaid-work-requirements
http://files.kff.org/attachment/Issue-Brief-Implications-of-a-Medicaid-Work-Requirement-National-Estimates-of-Potential-Coverage-Losses

