
Summer From Hell: 
Republicans Take the Heat 

Following Devastating Vote to 
Rip Away Health Care

New Report
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“I do think it’s gonna be a health 

care election, but I think it’s 

gonna be wrapped into this 

whole issue of affordability,” 

said Brad Woodhouse, executive 

director of Protect Our Care. 

“There’s a wicked brew here that 

is amassing against Republicans, 

and it’s all self-inflicted,” 

Woodhouse added. “They’ve 

committed political suicide.” 

Bulwark 8/31/25

https://www.thebulwark.com/p/democrats-see-gop-vulnerability-on-health-care-costs
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Summer may be coming to a close, but Republicans are only just beginning to feel the heat as outraged 
Americans face the consequences of the Trump-GOP bill. Constituents are angry about the big, ugly 
bill, which takes health care away from more than 15 million people and raises costs for tens of millions 
more in order to fund tax breaks for billionaires and big corporations. 

Hospitals, nursing homes, and care facilities across the country are shutting down in the wake of 
these draconian cuts, and premium costs are skyrocketing for families across the nation. Hundreds of 
hospitals, nursing homes, and care facilities across the country are reducing services, laying off workers, 
or closing their doors. Patients will be forced to travel hours, sometimes hundreds of miles, to reach 
the nearest emergency room – even in life-or-death situations. Entire communities are being stranded 
without essential care. Meanwhile, insurance companies have already indicated that, because of the 
GOP budget bill, they plan to raise premiums for 24 million Americans by an average of 15 percent. At 
the same time, Republicans eliminated key tax credits that helped over 20 million Americans afford 
coverage. Combined, these changes mean millions will see their premiums nearly double this fall. But 
instead of warning families about the huge cost hikes headed their way, the Trump administration is 
covering them up. 

There’s no question that Donald Trump had a terrible August. Polling shows that Americans broadly 
disapprove of the big, ugly bill and the unpopular, dangerous Trump-GOP war on health care, with less 
than a third of Americans currently saying they are satisfied with the direction Trump and Republicans 
are taking our country. Donald Trump and Republicans in Congress broke our health care system, and 
now they own every single devastating consequence.

          New CBO Score Breaks Down Trump and Republicans’ Big, Ugly Bill. A new damning CBO 
score on Trump and Republicans’ Big, Ugly bill showed that it will: 

•	 Rip health care away from over 15 million Americans, including seniors, children, veterans, 
and people with disabilities, to pay for tax breaks for billionaires like Elon Musk and large 
corporations.

•	 Cut over $1 trillion from Medicaid and the ACA to pay for handouts to the wealthiest Americans.
•	 Hike premiums for over 24 million Americans, including rural Americans, small business owners, 

and middle-class families.
•	 Impose a sick tax on over 20 million low-income people, hitting them with new bills each time 

they see a doctor for diabetes, arthritis, or other illnesses.
•	 Threaten to shutter over 330 hospitals, 570 nursing homes, and hundreds of clinics across the 

country, forcing more Americans to travel further for maternity care and emergency rooms, and 
face longer wait times and higher costs. 

•	 Generate billions in tax breaks for the rich by choking seniors and working families in red tape 

https://www.newsweek.com/0-democrats-happy-state-us-gallup-2120091
https://www.newsweek.com/0-democrats-happy-state-us-gallup-2120091
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61569
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/1-trillion-in-medicaid-cuts-1-trillion-in-tax-giveaways-for-the-richest-1-percent-the-one-big-beautiful-bills-budget-math/
https://www.oliverwyman.com/content/dam/oliver-wyman/v2/publications/2024/oct/enhanced-premium-tax-credits-October-2024.pdf
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/cost-sharing-requirements-could-have-implications-for-medicaid-expansion-enrollees-with-higher-health-care-needs/
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/letter_on_rural_hospitals.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/download/table-4_at-risk-snf-in-2023_jun-17
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5395494-planned-parenthood-medicaid-funding-trump-bill/
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and making it harder to enroll in Medicare and Medicaid.
•	 Trigger nearly $500 billion in cuts to Medicare by exacerbating the national deficit.
•	 Force low-income seniors to pay thousands more each year for health care by raising their 

premiums and out-of-pocket costs. 
•	 Force over 5 million people into medical debt by causing families who lose their coverage to take 

on an average of $22,280 in medical debt when they previously had none.
•	 Give away at least $5 billion to drug companies at the expense of seniors and taxpayers by driving 

up the cost of prescription drugs for seniors on Medicare.

          Republicans Take Heat: GOP Members of Congress Faced Angry Constituents At Town 
Halls Across The Country During The August Recess:

•	 Politico: GOP’s Summer Town Hall Push Gets Heated
•	 The Missouri Independent: Mark Alford Faces Questions About Trump Medicaid Cuts, GOP 

Priorities In Missouri Town Hall
•	 The Patriot-News: From Epstein To Medicaid: Fact-Checking Scott Perry’s Claims Made In His 

Town Hall
•	 The Cincinnati Enquirer: Ohio GOP Congressman Warren Davidson Fields Questions Amid 

Shouting At A Lively Town Hall
•	 The Daily Beast: GOP Rep Quizzed on Trump’s Math In Trainwreck Town Hall
•	 The Hill: California Republican Drowned Out By Boos At Town Hall
•	 The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel: GOP Rep. Bryan Steil Holds An In-Person Town Hall Event And 

Is Greeted With Boos Over Trump Bill
•	 The Daily Beast: Furious Voters Scream at Republican Defending Trump in Town Hall Disaster
•	 The Hill: Nebraska Republican Booed Over Medicaid Cuts During Town Hall
•	 PBS: Nebraska Republican Appears At Town Hall, Shouted Down By Hostile Crowd On Trump’s 

Tax Cuts
•	 CNN: GOP Rep. on “Spirited” Town Hall Where He Heard Boos & Jeers
•	 ABC News: ‘Vote Him Out!’: Town Hall Erupts In Anger At Nebraska Gop Congressman Over 

Trump Megabill, Policies
•	 The New York Times: A G.O.P. Congressman Faced Hometown Voters. It Wasn’t Pretty.

Headlines Show Disastrous Fallout From The Trump-GOP Health Care Disaster.

          Hospital Crisis Watch: Hospitals, Nursing Homes, and Care Facilities Across the Country Reduce Services, 
Lay Off Workers, and Close Their Doors

•	 CNN: Experts Say Rural Emergency Rooms Are Increasingly Run Without Doctors
•	 Healthcare Dive: Hospitals Prepare for $149B Cut to Medicaid State-Directed Payments

https://www.medicarerights.org/medicare-watch/2025/05/22/broken-promises-republicans-budget-reconciliation-bill-would-cut-medicare
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/07/22/medicaid-chip-and-affordable-care-act-marketplace-cuts-and-other-health-provisions-in-the-budget-reconciliation-law-explained/
https://www.medicarerights.org/medicare-watch/2025/05/22/broken-promises-republicans-budget-reconciliation-bill-would-cut-medicare
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/house-republicans-big-beautiful-bill-would-make-health-care-more-expensive-for-americans-with-medicare-and-other-insurance/
https://www.thirdway.org/memo/gop-health-care-cuts-a-recipe-for-medical-debt-disaster
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61461
https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2025/08/01/congress/dramatic-start-to-gop-town-hall-season-00488230
https://www.thedailybeast.com/gop-rep-josh-brecheen-quizzed-on-trumps-math-in-trainwreck-town-hall/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/furious-voters-scream-at-gop-rep-bryan-steil-defending-trump-in-town-hall-disaster/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/05/politics/video/the-lead-mike-flood-townhall-big-beautiful-bill-medicaid-medicare-gop-donald-trump-jake-tapper
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/vote-town-hall-erupts-anger-nebraska-gop-congressman/story?id=124365038
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/vote-town-hall-erupts-anger-nebraska-gop-congressman/story?id=124365038
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/08/05/us/politics/mike-flood-town-hall.html
https://www.cnn.com/2025/08/14/health/rural-er-no-doctors-kff
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/hospitals-prepare-for-149b-cut-to-medicaid-state-directed-payments/757309/
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•	 Bloomberg: A $50 Billion Slush Fund Won’t Save Rural Hospitals
•	 Bloomberg: Medicaid Cuts Set to Drain Revenue at Elite Teaching Hospitals
•	 HuffPost: Experts Say Trump’s Big Bill Will Shut Down This 1 Type Of Hospital — And It’ll 

Impact Multitudes
•	 The 19th: Pregnant People in Rural Parts of the Country Are Running Out of Places to Give Birth
•	 UpNorthNews: Rural Health Care Faces ‘Death Spiral’ From GOP Medicaid Cuts
•	 Capital B: Medicaid Cuts Endanger Life-Saving Care for Black Families in Rural America
•	 Mother Jones: This $50 Billion Band-Aid Won’t Save Rural Health Care  
•	 WTOC: Local Rural Hospital Losing Millions of Dollars Following Cuts From One Big Beautiful 

Bill Act
•	 Las Vegas Sun: Hospital Shortages Catching Up With Underserved Rural Communities

          Premium Disaster Watch: Health Care Costs Spike For Tens of Millions of Americans
•	 The Independent: People On ‘Obamacare’ Health Insurance Are Set To See Premiums Jump By 

18% - Study.
•	 Healthcare Dive: ACA Plans Want To Hike Premiums By Median Of 18% Next Year: KFF.
•	 Investopedia: ACA Health Insurance Premiums Set To Post Biggest Jump In 7 Years.
•	 Peterson-KFF Health System Tracker: How Much And Why ACA Marketplace Premiums Are 

Going Up In 2026.
•	 Georgetown University Center for Children and Families: New Federal Budget Law Spells 

Trouble for Patients with Insulin-Requiring Diabetes
•	 CBPP: Administration’s ACA Marketplace Rule Will Raise Health Care Costs for Millions of 

Families
•	 Kiplinger: Plan for Higher Health Care Costs in 2026: Projected Medicare Part B and Part D 

Premiums
•	 Barron’s: Retiring Early? Prepare for Higher Healthcare Premiums.
•	 Washington Informer: Trump’s ‘Big Ugly’ Law Set to Trigger Soaring Premiums and Cut Health 

Subsidies
•	 The Lever: Why Your Health Insurance Premiums Could Explode Next Year
•	 Axios: Workers to Bear Brunt of Health Cost Increases in 2026
•	 Healthcare Dive: Large Employers Forecast ‘Daunting’ 9% Hike in Healthcare Costs Next Year
•	 Politico: Employers Worry About Costs
•	 AG Daily: Rural Americans Face Rising Health Costs as Premiums Climb
•	 KFF: Why Young Americans Dread Turning 26: Health Insurance Chaos

Trump and Republicans’ Dangerous, Unpopular Health Care Agenda Tanks In The Polls

https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2025-08-19/a-50-billion-slush-fund-won-t-save-rural-hospitals-from-medicaid-cuts?srnd=phx-opinion
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2025-08-07/medicaid-cuts-set-to-drain-revenue-at-elite-teaching-hospitals
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/rural-hospitals-close-medicaid-cuts-goog_l_68926d26e4b0d3424bc40c7d
https://19thnews.org/2025/08/pregnancy-rural-america-maternity-ward-closures-medicaid/
https://upnorthnewswi.com/2025/08/08/rural-health-care-death-spiral-gop-medicaid-cuts/
https://capitalbnews.org/medicaid-cuts-black-families-trump-bill/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2025/08/medicaid-cuts-congress-this-50-billion-band-aid-wont-save-rural-health-care/
https://www.wtoc.com/2025/08/18/local-rural-hospital-losing-millions-dollars-following-cuts-one-big-beautiful-bill-act/
https://lasvegassun.com/news/2025/aug/18/hospital-shortages-catching-up-with-underserved-ru/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/obamacare-health-insurance-premiums-increase-b2804106.html
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/aca-premium-hike-2026-kff/757038/
https://www.investopedia.com/aca-health-insurance-premium-post-biggest-jump-in-7-years-11785903
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/how-much-and-why-aca-marketplace-premiums-are-going-up-in-2026/?_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_QH2o9QNeMaAfzmioSBIGDMb-FooDBGeWwjoiDjFtYZ-6HG7tGcIwaDE20mXOXL4ZAC0qqMO8vW0cvkVE1Fz-emY-p8a_ZM941T5gW1zYp8WuukNc&_hsmi=374673862&utm_campaign=KFF%3A Health Costs&utm_medium=email&utm_content=374673862&utm_source=hs_email
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/08/01/new-federal-budget-law-spells-trouble-for-patients-with-insulin-requiring-diabetes/
https://www.cbpp.org/research/health/administrations-aca-marketplace-rule-will-raise-health-care-costs-for-millions-of
https://www.kiplinger.com/retirement/medicare/plan-for-higher-health-care-costs-in-2026-projected-medicare-part-b-and-part-d-premiums
https://www.barrons.com/articles/retirement-early-healthcare-premiums-261fa563
https://www.washingtoninformer.com/trump-health-insurance-premiums-spike/
https://www.levernews.com/why-your-health-insurance-premiums-could-explode-next-year/
https://www.axios.com/2025/08/20/work-health-care-coverage-costs-increase
https://www.healthcaredive.com/news/employers-2026-healthcare-cost-trend-business-group-health/757907/
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-pulse/2025/08/21/lawmakers-offload-unitedhealth-stock-00517374
https://www.agdaily.com/news/rural-americans-face-rising-health-costs-as-premiums-climb/
https://kffhealthnews.org/news/article/insurance-cliff-age-26-young-adults-chaos/
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          Americans Continue To Reject Trump and Republicans’ Big, Ugly Bill
•	 53 percent say the Big, Ugly Bill will hurt the average American
•	 51 percent oppose Trump and Republicans’ Big, Ugly Bill
•	 A majority (63 percent) believe Republicans put the interests of the rich ahead of those of 

working Americans. 

          Trump Disapproval Soars
•	 Less than a third of Americans – a dismal 31 percent – currently say they are satisfied with the 

direction of the country
•	 60 percent disapprove of Trump’s performance on inflation and the cost of living.
•	 58 percent of Americans disapprove of Trump’s job performance, up 7 percent since April.
•	 Less than 40 percent of Americans approve of Trump’s job performance.

https://today.yougov.com/politics/articles/52680-disapproval-donald-trump-bipartisanship-jeffrey-epstein-shift-2016-election-russia-interference-epa-environment-trade-tariffs-july-25-28-2025-economist-yougov-poll?_gl=1*blbi9x*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTA3MjU4MTE1Ni4xNzU0NDIwMTUz*_ga_X9VN3LD3NE*czE3NTQ0MjAxNTEkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTQ0MjAxODMkajQ1JGwwJGgw
https://today.yougov.com/politics/articles/52680-disapproval-donald-trump-bipartisanship-jeffrey-epstein-shift-2016-election-russia-interference-epa-environment-trade-tariffs-july-25-28-2025-economist-yougov-poll?_gl=1*blbi9x*_up*MQ..*_ga*MTA3MjU4MTE1Ni4xNzU0NDIwMTUz*_ga_X9VN3LD3NE*czE3NTQ0MjAxNTEkbzEkZzEkdDE3NTQ0MjAxODMkajQ1JGwwJGgw
https://www.weareequis.us/research/2025-poll-on-latinos-and-economy
https://www.newsweek.com/0-democrats-happy-state-us-gallup-2120091
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/08/07/trumps-approval-rating-still-negative-while-the-public-sours-further-on-democrats-cnbc-survey-shows.html
https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trumps-approval-rating-takes-dive-new-poll-2108808
https://poll.qu.edu/poll-release?releaseid=3929
https://news.gallup.com/poll/694370/trump-ratings-mood-stay-tepid-august.aspx

