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MEMORANDUM

TO: Interested Parties

FROM: Leslie Dach and Brad Woodhouse, Protect Our Care

DATE: September 19, 2025

RE: Republicans Are Shutting Down the Government to Continue Their War on Health Care

Introduction

American health care is in crisis. Since taking power, Donald Trump and congressional
Republicans have launched an all-out assault on our health care system. From hiking premium
costs on the middle class, to slashing Medicaid, to driving rural hospitals off a cliff, they have
created a disaster for working families and only helped billionaires get richer. Now, they want
to end health insurance tax credits for working people, putting affordable care out of reach for
millions—and they’re threatening to shut down the government to do it.

Republicans control the House, the Senate, and the White House. If the government shuts down,
it's because they chose to shut it down rather than pass a budget that serves the American
people. Democrats won't go along with a budget that perpetuates the GOP health care crisis. We
stand united in the fight to protect health care. This week, Senate Democratic Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-NY) and U.S. Senators Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) and Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) joined
Protect Our Care to call on Republicans to permanently extend the ACA tax credits and protect
the health care of millions across the country.

The Toll Of The GOP War on Health Care

This summer, Republicans passed the largest health care cuts in history to fund tax cuts for
billionaires. Their bill is stripping health care from over 15 million Americans and hiking costs
for millions of working-class families - all while giving tax breaks to billionaires and big
corporations. And while Republicans extended scores of tax breaks for the wealthy and made
them permanent, at the same time, they refused to do the same for millions of Americans who
depend on tax credits to afford life-saving care.

Families across the country are paying the price of the Trump-GOP budget bill. From California
to Maine, hospitals and clinics are closing. Insurance companies are jacking up premiums.
Seniors are being priced out of their prescriptions. Republicans ripped away tax credits that
helped millions of families afford coverage. Here’s a closer look at who is hurt under the GOP
tax scam:

~/ Premiums will skyrocket by an average of 75 percent for over 20 million Americans,
including rural Americans, small business owners, and middle-class families.


https://www.protectourcare.org/u-s-senators-schumer-shaheen-baldwin-and-advocates-call-on-gop-to-extend-aca-tax-credits/
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61569
https://www.kff.org/affordable-care-act/inflation-reduction-act-health-insurance-subsidies-what-is-their-impact-and-what-would-happen-if-they-expire/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/health-insurance-exchanges-2025-open-enrollment-reportpdf508-compliant.pdf
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Over 20 million low-income people will now face new bills each time they see a doctor for
diabetes, arthritis, or other illnesses.

&¥ Over 5 million people will be forced into taking on as much as $22,280 in medical debt.

#¥% 330 hospitals, 570 nursing homes, and hundreds of clinics are now at risk of closing
across the country, forcing more Americans to travel further for maternity care and
emergency rooms, and face longer wait times and higher costs.

£2 Emergency rooms will become packed with patients who are unable to cover the cost of
their care without insurance, leading to higher bills and increased premiums for
everyone.

£ Health care costs will spike for everyone as rural hospitals close and drive up costs at
nearby facilities.

5 Over 15 million Americans will lose health care coverage, including seniors, children,
veterans, and people with disabilities.

@ Seniors and working families will face red tape and find it much harder to enroll in
Medicare and Medicaid.

¢ Low-income seniors will be forced to pay thousands more each year for health care by
raising their premiums and out-of-pocket costs.

© Seniors and taxpayers will pay more for prescription drugs because the GOP gave Big
Pharma a multibillion-dollar bailout by allowing big drug companies to avoid Medicare
drug price negotiations on a wider class of drugs.

The fallout of the GOP war on health care doesn’t stop there. By confirming RFK Jr. to lead HHS,
Republicans have dismantled the CDC, gutted medical research, restricted vaccine access, and
spread deadly misinformation. RFK Jr. and Donald Trump have created a public health
catastrophe that will only worsen as they continue to slash Medicaid, hike premiums, and drug
costs for the American people.

Read Protect Our Care’s latest report on the Republican war on health care as they threaten to
shut down the government so that they can end health insurance tax credits for working people
and put affordable care further out of reach for millions.

The Bottom Line

Republicans are willing to shut down the government to ensure hardworking Americans lose the
lifeline that helps them afford to see a doctor while keeping a roof over their heads and food on
the table. Democrats stand ready and united to protect the American people from the
devastation of these Republican policies. It's time for Republicans to help clean up the mess
they created, extend the tax credits permanently, restore coverage, and protect the health and
well-being of millions across the country.


https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/cost-sharing-requirements-could-have-implications-for-medicaid-expansion-enrollees-with-higher-health-care-needs/
https://www.thirdway.org/memo/gop-health-care-cuts-a-recipe-for-medical-debt-disaster
https://www.markey.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/letter_on_rural_hospitals.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/download/table-4_at-risk-snf-in-2023_jun-17
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/5395494-planned-parenthood-medicaid-funding-trump-bill/
https://aflcio.org/about/advocacy/legislative-alerts/higher-costs-and-less-care-families-job-based-health-insurance
https://www.healthaffairs.org/doi/10.1377/hlthaff.2024.00700
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61569
https://www.medicarerights.org/medicare-watch/2025/05/22/broken-promises-republicans-budget-reconciliation-bill-would-cut-medicare
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/07/22/medicaid-chip-and-affordable-care-act-marketplace-cuts-and-other-health-provisions-in-the-budget-reconciliation-law-explained/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/house-republicans-big-beautiful-bill-would-make-health-care-more-expensive-for-americans-with-medicare-and-other-insurance/
https://www.wsj.com/health/pharma/trump-tax-spending-bill-drug-prices-medicare-5465f4e2?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20First%20Edition&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9OED62yOMavwy7l4nBn-n2YTGTD_v3U48XymGfUP0Ky9jdA_W55qIPPCV-qjg_lBpjWTRNITZDCPBbIiU9u6eisde7HJBd6H2uRnUeRf5BJSS_VQU&_hsmi=374293612&utm_content=374293612&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.protectourcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/Health_Care_Shutdown.pdf

