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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

A Health Care System on Life Support
The American health care system is on life support after Donald Trump and Congressional
Republicans ransacked over $1 trillion from Medicaid and the Affordable Care Act (ACA) to bankroll
tax breaks for billionaires and big corporations. Now, from the Last Frontier State to the Sunshine
State, the fallout of the GOP health care crisis is metastasizing throughout the nation: over 800
hospitals, nursing homes, maternity wards, and other critical providers nationwide have
shuttered, are at risk of closing, or have cut essential services.

As a result, rural communities are reeling as provider closures force patients to travel hours for
life-or-death care, shrink their economies, and hemorrhage jobs. Urban safety-net hospitals and
nursing homes teeter on the brink of closure. Expectant mothers are thrust into maternity care
deserts that’ll put their lives and their babies’ lives in jeopardy. Nationwide, more than 15 million
Americans, including seniors, children, and Americans with disabilities, are at risk of losing the
coverage they rely on to see a doctor when they get sick. This February, 28,000 health care
workers such as nurses, therapists, and physicians lost their jobs, and more than 150,000 health
care jobs are at risk nationwide, all while costs are skyrocketing for everyone, everywhere.

The human toll of this crisis is quickly mounting, and Republicans’ pitiful $50 billion rural health
fund will not come close to filling the $500 billion hole they’ve created for hospitals. The GOP
gambled with the lives of every American — urban, suburban, rural, and exurban — to enrich the
uber wealthy and big corporations.

Every hospital or clinic that closes its doors puts patients’ lives at risk, strips communities of vital
services, and forces families to make impossible choices just to access the care they need – all so
Republicans can make the rich richer. Across America, health care is vanishing, and millions of
Americans are left with rising costs, longer journeys to care, and, in far too many cases, no care at
all.

This 9th Medicaid Awareness Month, Protect Our Care is spotlighting the dire consequences of
Trump and Congressional Republicans’ gutting of this vital program. Protect Our Care will
continue tracking the GOP-manufactured health care crisis in real time through our Hospital Crisis
Watch project: community by community, hospital by hospital.

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/1-trillion-in-medicaid-cuts-1-trillion-in-tax-giveaways-for-the-richest-1-percent-the-one-big-beautiful-bills-budget-math/
https://www.protectourcare.org/hospital-crisis-watch/
https://www.protectourcare.org/hospital-crisis-watch/
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61466
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61466
https://www.protectourcare.org/shocking-job-loss-28000-health-care-jobs-vanish-in-february-in-the-wake-of-the-gop-cuts-to-health-care-to-give-tax-breaks-to-billionaires/
https://www.protectourcare.org/shocking-job-loss-28000-health-care-jobs-vanish-in-february-in-the-wake-of-the-gop-cuts-to-health-care-to-give-tax-breaks-to-billionaires/
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2025/oct/expiring-premium-tax-credits-lead-340000-jobs-lost-2026
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/issue-briefs/2025/oct/expiring-premium-tax-credits-lead-340000-jobs-lost-2026
https://www.protectourcare.org/the-trump-gop-premium-disaster-higher-costs-for-everyone-everywhere-regardless-of-where-they-get-coverage/
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BY THE NUMBERS

The Scale of the Crisis
Over 800 hospitals, clinics, and nursing homes have shut down, cut services, or are at risk of doing
so after GOP policies gutted over $1 trillion from Medicaid and the ACA — forcing Americans to
travel further for maternity care and emergency rooms, face longer wait times, and pay more for
their care.

Medicaid accounts for one-fifth of spending on hospitals, one-fifth of hospital discharges, and at
least one in five inpatient days in nearly every state.

800+
Hospitals, clinics & nursing
homes shuttered or at risk

400+
Hospitals at risk of

closure or cuts

~60
Hospital wards

shuttered

14+
Hospitals fully

shut down

240+
Clinics forced

to close

570+
Nursing homes at risk

of cuts & closure

Since the GOP cut nearly $1 trillion from Medicaid, including over $0.5 trillion from hospitals:

• Over 400 hospitals are at risk of closure or cuts

• Nearly 60 hospital wards have shuttered, from maternity wards to pediatric units

• Multiple hospitals have converted to standalone emergency departments

• Over a dozen hospitals have fully shut down.

https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/5-key-facts-about-medicaid-and-hospitals/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/5-key-facts-about-medicaid-and-hospitals/
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By gutting Medicaid, Republicans gutted the largest payor of maternal health, mental health, and
nursing home care in the country. Now, expectant mothers, seniors, and children struggling with
mental health are forced to pay the price as maternity wards, nursing homes, and treatment
centers shutter:

• Over 240 clinics have been forced to close since the passage of the big, ugly bill.

• Nearly 30 maternity wards have shuttered since the passage of the big, ugly bill.

• Multiple inpatient psychiatric units, eating disorder clinics, substance use treatment
facilities, and therapy centers have been forced to close.

• Over 570 nursing homes are at risk of service cuts and closure.

Health care is the largest employer in the country but thanks to Republicans, an estimated
477,000 health workers will lose their jobs as a result of Medicaid cuts. Republicans are
undermining an industry that employs millions of community servants, from doctors to nurses to
social workers, to hand out tax breaks to the ultrawealthy.

Source: Protect Our Care’s Hospital Crisis Watch Project, Updated on 3/30/26

https://www.kff.org/medicaid/5-key-facts-about-medicaid-and-pregnancy/
https://www.clasp.org/publications/fact-sheet/on-the-chopping-block-how-medicaid-cuts-will-impact-mental-health/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/5-key-facts-about-nursing-facilities-and-medicaid/
https://www.wsj.com/economy/jobs/healthcare-job-creation-charts-us-economy-adf2ff89
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/Ku_impact_medicaid_snap_cuts_Tables.pdf#page=4
https://www.protectourcare.org/hospital-crisis-watch/
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THE CRISIS

The GOP-Manufactured Health Care Crisis Is Rippling
Through Hospitals and Clinics Nationwide
Cash-strapped hospitals, emergency departments, and maternity wards have already begun to
close in 48 states across the country since Republicans passed their big, ugly bill, leaving
thousands in their communities without reliable care. In Jersey City, New Jersey, a hospital that
had supported the community for over 150 years shuttered under the pressure of Medicaid cuts,
leaving a city of nearly 300,000 with only one emergency room. In rural Farmville, Virginia, moms
are driving an hour or more for prenatal appointments since the closure of their local OB/GYN unit.
In Wilmington, North Carolina, a woman with epilepsy is having trouble getting her seizure
medication after her local clinic shuttered. Thanks to Trump and Republicans’ big, ugly bill, this is
only the beginning. Once millions begin to lose their Medicaid and ACA coverage due to onerous
paperwork requirements and deep cuts to provider taxes and state-directed payments take
effect in 2027 and 2028, the crisis will only worsen, leaving millions of Americans in the dust.

“
This unprecedented level of Medicaid cuts would devastate the program,
undermining the ability of essential hospitals to provide critical services,
including trauma care, behavioral health, maternal health, and public health
emergency response. These hospitals, which already operate on thin margins,
cannot absorb such losses without reducing services or closing their doors
altogether. We urge lawmakers to reconsider this dangerous path. Cutting
Medicaid to pay for tax breaks is not fiscal responsibility — it is a direct assault on
our nation’s health care system.

— Bruce Siegel, M.D. M.P.H, President and CEO of America’s Essential Hospitals

https://www.cbsnews.com/newyork/news/jersey-city-emergency-room-to-close/
https://cardinalnews.org/2025/11/11/as-centra-ends-ob-gyn-care-in-farmville-experts-say-more-womens-health-services-are-at-risk-due-to-changes-brought-by-federal-spending-bill/
https://www.witn.com/2025/12/23/jacksonville-neurological-clinic-closes-suddenly-leaving-patients-without-medications/
https://www.witn.com/2025/12/23/jacksonville-neurological-clinic-closes-suddenly-leaving-patients-without-medications/
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“
The sheer magnitude of the level of reductions to the Medicaid program alone will
impact all patients, not just Medicaid beneficiaries, in every community across
the nation. Hospitals — especially in rural and underserved areas — will be forced
to make difficult decisions about whether they will have to reduce services, reduce
staff, and potentially consider closing their doors. Other impacts could include
longer waiting times to receive care, more crowded emergency departments, and
hospitals not being able to invest in technology and innovations for clinical care.

— Rick Pollack, President and CEO of the American Hospital Association

120+ Hospitals Turned to Layoffs, Ward, and Clinic Closures to Avoid Total
Shutdowns
Over 400 hospitals have been identified as at risk of cuts or closure since Republicans passed the
big, ugly bill. The increased financial pressure of GOP Medicaid cuts means that hospitals are
being forced to cut staff, eliminate services, and shutter entire wards to avoid closure. Since
Trump and Republicans’ $1 trillion in Medicaid cuts, over 120 hospitals have had to cut staff,
essential services, or close wards entirely. Rural hospitals are being forced to shutter their
inpatient services and become standalone emergency departments to survive in states from
Pennsylvania to New York. Many maternity wards, pediatric units, and emergency rooms have
been caught in the crossfire of GOP cuts. A maternity ward in Clinton, Iowa is closing in May,
forcing moms to travel 45 minutes to the nearest labor and delivery unit in Davenport. In a small
town in Kansas, the local hospital was forced to close its behavioral health unit, leaving
psychiatric patients facing major crises an hour away from inpatient care. These layoffs, cuts, and
closures have devastating effects on employment in their communities, as well as creating new
challenges in accessing care close to home.
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Over a Dozen Hospitals Were Forced to Shutter Completely, Leaving Their
Communities Reeling
Fourteen hospitals across 12 states have been forced to close since the passage of the
Republicans’ big, ugly bill, leaving patients and their families in turmoil. Hospitals from South
Dakota to New Jersey are feeling the pain of GOP cuts. Families in Derby, Kansas, where Rock
Regional Hospital closed, worry they won’t be able to get to the nearest hospital in time if they
have a heart attack or an accident. A New Jersey senior with a heart condition and no personal
means of transportation fears for his life after his local hospital and emergency room closed. A
farming community in California has been devastated by the closure of the only hospital for 30
miles. These hospital closures and the consequences on their communities will only worsen as
deeper GOP cuts go into effect in 2027 and 2028.

Counties Are Raising Property Taxes to Try to Save Their Local Hospitals
Communities are so desperate to save their hospitals in the wake of GOP cuts that counties from
California to Minnesota to Alabama are instituting higher property taxes to fund infusions to stop
their hospitals from closing. Countless hospitals still are begging for taxpayer-funded infusions
from their state government to stay afloat because the Republicans’ meager pity fund doesn’t do
anything to help.

Countless Towns Are Left Without Clinics
By gutting Medicaid, Republicans cut a critical source of funding for primary care providers in rural
communities and low-income communities and for mental health providers nationwide. Over 240
clinics have shuttered since the passage of the big, ugly bill, exacerbating the nationwide primary
care and mental health provider shortage. In a small town in New Hampshire, patients are
mourning the loss of the town’s only health center. A wife worries about the loss of care for her
husband, a volunteer firefighter who has fought cancer. In Montgomery, Minnesota, a woman who
has lived in the town for over 70 years is heartbroken to witness the closure of its last clinic. In
Wisconsin, young women are left scrambling for mental health care after the sudden closure of
their mental health clinic. One of the women relied on the clinic for a specialized depression
treatment that few facilities offer. Nationwide, patients are reeling from GOP cuts.
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ECONOMIC IMPACT

Closures and Cuts Shatter Local Economies
Health care is the largest employer in the country. By gutting over $1 trillion from Medicaid and the
Affordable Care Act, Republicans are undermining an industry that drives job creation, to hand out
tax breaks to the ultrawealthy. Since the passage of the big, ugly bill, over 70 hospitals and health
systems were forced to make layoffs. This year, an estimated 150,000 health care jobs are
expected to be lost due to Republicans eliminating tax credits for working families alone. An
estimated 477,000 health workers will lose their jobs as a result of GOP cuts to Medicaid. Hospitals
specifically employ 10 percent of all employees in rural counties. When rural hospitals close,
communities can lose a staggering number of jobs, both within and outside of the health care
sector. Studies find unemployment rates increased by up to 3.1 percent following rural hospital
closures in a community. Job losses can have a negative impact on the local tax base and shrink
the resources available for schools and other public services, and make it difficult for communities
to attract new employers and jobs — leading to widespread economic turmoil for communities at a
time families are already struggling with a rising cost of living and new tariffs. Researchers
estimate the cuts will shrink state economies by a collective $113 billion. Here are some examples
of recent facility closures and cuts and the subsequent job loss:

Facility Closure/Cut Location Jobs Lost

Optum Health Clinics New Jersey 576

St. Luke’s Des Peres Hospital Des Peres, Missouri 336

Pottstown Hospital Pottstown, Pennsylvania 131

Rock Regional Hospital Derby, Kansas 200

Select Specialty Hospital Sioux Falls, South Dakota 90

Source: Protect Our Care’s Hospital Crisis Watch Project, Updated on 3/30/26

https://www.protectourcare.org/hospital-crisis-watch/
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“
These losses were due in large to drastic cuts to Medicaid and other critical
funding initiated by the One Big Beautiful Bill, the cutting of Charity Care at the
state level by roughly half, a rising rate of uninsured patients, and other
unforeseen factors.

— Hudson Regional on the closure of Heights University Hospital in New Jersey, 2/27/26

“
Unfortunately, the current financial environment, driven by anticipated federal
budget cuts to Medicaid, has made it impossible for us to continue operating all of
our services, many of which have faced significant financial challenges for years.

— Troy Bruntz, President and CEO of Community Hospital, on the closure of the Curtis Medical
Center in Nebraska, 7/3/25
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CONSEQUENCES

The Devastating Consequences Of Republicans’
Unprecedented Cuts To Health Care

Patients Face Dangerously Long Wait Times For Ambulances and at the ER
When hospitals or emergency departments close, emergency cases are diverted to other
hospitals, leading to longer travel times for ambulances, overcrowding in emergency rooms, and
longer waits to see a doctor. Studies find that ambulance transport times increase by 11 to 16
minutes following a rural hospital closure — a life or death difference for patients having a stroke,
heart attack, or internal bleeding. In Delaware County, Pennsylvania, ambulance transportation
times skyrocketed by 400 percent following local hospital closures. Some hospitals cite a 27
percent increase in emergency department patient volume after the closure of nearby facilities,
meaning excruciating wait times before patients can get the care they need, as well as worse
health outcomes.

Mothers Are Forced to Travel Farther to Give Birth, and Seniors Are Forced to
Travel Farther For Surgery
By passing the largest cuts to health care in history, Republicans put countless moms and babies
farther away from the care they need at a time when 35 percent of counties already lack birthing
hospitals and birth centers. GOP cuts have already shuttered over 30 maternity care units and put
over 140 units at risk of closing their doors since the passage of the big, ugly bill. Seniors in need of
surgery will also have to travel farther and wait longer to get critical care due to the GOP’s big, ugly
bill. Overwhelmed emergency departments also mean longer wait times to receive surgery,
whether it is a coronary bypass to treat a heart attack or an emergency appendectomy. Delays in
surgical treatment often result in a higher likelihood of complications and greater mortality.

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jrh.12810
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/jrh.12810
https://whyy.org/articles/delaware-county-crozer-health-closure-longer-ambulance-rides-emergency-room-waits/
https://www.mhalink.org/voicesinhealthcare/south-shore-hospital-we-physically-have-no-more-space/
https://www.mhalink.org/voicesinhealthcare/south-shore-hospital-we-physically-have-no-more-space/
https://www.marchofdimes.org/maternity-care-deserts-report
https://www.marchofdimes.org/maternity-care-deserts-report
https://nationalpartnership.org/report/republican-budget-bill-could-close-over-140-rural-labor-and-delivery-units/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/00031348251355935#bibr14-00031348251355935


Hospital Crisis Watch  ·  April 2026 11

Closures And Coverage Losses Result In Higher Bills For Everyone, Regardless
Of Where They Get Their Coverage
Since Republicans are kicking millions of Americans off their coverage, emergency rooms will
become packed with patients who are unable to pay their bills due to loss of health coverage,
resulting in hospitals dealing with an estimated $63 billion in uncompensated care. The cost of
this care will likely then get passed on to others through higher bills and increased premiums,
increasing costs for everyone. Costs will also spike for everyone as rural hospitals close, driving up
costs at nearby facilities by an estimated $500 per hospital stay. Everyone will pay the price
because Republicans put tax breaks for billionaires and big corporations above the needs of
working people.

Struggling Hospitals Are Also Bought Up By Monopolies That Drive Up Costs
The Health Care Affordability Lab at Yale found that over the past 20 years, there have been
approximately 1,300 mergers among the country’s 5,000 hospitals. While hospital consolidations
have been shown to help stabilize financially vulnerable hospitals, studies show hospital mergers
can drive up costs as much as 65 percent. As more and more hospitals dip into financial distress
due to Republicans’ Medicaid cuts, mergers and consolidations to save hospitals and health
systems could become more common. This could disproportionately impact rural areas, which
already rank highest for areas with concentrated hospital markets, and make supporting more
than one hospital in the community difficult.

https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/State-Level-Estimates-of-Health-Care-Spending-and-Uncompensated-Care-Changes-under-the-Reconciliation-Bill-and-Expiration-of-Enhanced-Subsidies.pdf
https://familiesusa.org/resources/hidden-health-tax-americans-pay-a-premium/
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/rural-hospital-closures-led-higher-prices-nearby-hospitals
https://twin-cities.umn.edu/news-events/rural-hospital-closures-led-higher-prices-nearby-hospitals
https://www.healthcareaffordabilitylab.org/commentary-press-release-posts/a-ranking-of-all-50-states-by-hospital-consolidation
https://tobin.yale.edu/research/is-there-too-little-antitrust-enforcement-us-hospital-sector
https://www.aha.org/fact-sheets/2023-03-16-fact-sheet-hospital-mergers-and-acquisitions-can-expand-and-preserve-access-care
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA1820-1.html
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FACES OF THE CRISIS

Patients Driving Hours to a Hospital, Nurses Protesting
Ward Closures, and People Waiting Longer for
Ambulances

Photo Taken From WYFF44

In Lavonia, Georgia, Deanna Florez is afraid for the state of maternal care in her community as Trump’s
Medicaid cuts shut down her local labor and delivery unit. Now, mothers like Deanna in Franklin County
and its surrounding areas are forced to travel 45 minutes to an hour and a half for maternal care,
putting their lives and those of their babies at risk.

“‘When I had my son, I had seizures. And so, it was a struggle trying to get trying to drive back and forth. But
yeah, that is going to be really difficult for a lot of women here,’ said Florez.” [WYFF44]

In Sweetwater, Tennessee, after their hospital was
forced to close its labor and delivery unit, Nurses Ortez
and Stamey resigned in protest to sound the alarm that
mothers will be forced to take dangerously long drives to
access the maternal care they need and deserve.

“‘When asked if the hospital explained its reasoning for the
labor and delivery department closing down to nurses, this
is what they had to say. ‘The government doesn’t care about
women and children’ is the terms that they used,’ said
Ortez.” [WATE]

Photo Taken From WATE

https://www.wyff4.com/article/georgia-hospital-unit-close-pregnant-women-scrambling-sc/66110934
https://www.wate.com/news/top-stories/nurses-speak-out-as-sweetwater-hospital-closes-labor-and-delivery-department/
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Photo Taken From News10NBC

In rural Batavia, New York, Jodie Geiger’s local dialysis
clinic was forced to shutter. Now, the closest clinic Jodie
can go to that’s accepting patients is a 30-minute drive
away — a drive she’ll have to do three times a week.

“‘I do think it’s very unfair because this is something we
need to survive. This isn’t a cut finger and a band aid, this
is our life on the line,’ Geiger said.” [News10NBC]

In Santa Rosa, California, Drs. Culhane and Iezza spoke
out after their hospital closed its pediatric unit. Now,
many North Bay and North Coast families seeking
pediatric care may even have to travel by helicopter to
the nearest hospitals.

“Without Memorial’s pediatric ward, these children will
have to be transported by ambulance or helicopter to
hospitals in San Francisco, Oakland or beyond,” wrote the
doctors. [The Press Democrat]

Photo Taken From ABC7 San Francisco

Photo Taken From CBS News

In Minneapolis, Minnesota, Dr. Winkelman took to the
airways to sound the alarm on what would be a ‘public
health crisis’ if Hennepin County Medical Center were
forced to shutter. Because of Republicans’ gutting of
Medicaid, the hospital is facing a $170 million budget
hole, slashed 100 inpatient beds, and laid off 100
employees.

“As for the hospital potentially closing all together,
Winkelman says it would be a ‘public health crisis.’ ‘This
situation couldn’t be more urgent,’ he said. ‘We have to have
a solution, we must keep Hennepin Healthcare open.’” [CBS
News]

https://www.whec.com/top-news/batavia-dialysis-clinic-closure-leaves-patients-searching-for-new-options/
https://www.pressdemocrat.com/2025/11/09/close-to-home-sonoma-county-children-need-a-local-hospital/
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/hcmc-hennepin-healthcare-hennepin-county-medical-center-research-closure-risk/
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/hcmc-hennepin-healthcare-hennepin-county-medical-center-research-closure-risk/
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“‘It [the clinic] gave me my life back,’ Sutton said. ‘I
was in extreme pain, and she was the first doctor to
actually like listen to me and tell me that that much
pain is not normal and she gave me a medication
that saved my life.’” [WITN]

“‘I think it’s really unfortunate, it’s a great doctors
office, the doctors here are great so it’s really sad to
see them closing especially in just a few months,’
Brittany Spellman said. ‘You know for those of us
that are due later in the month, we’ll have to find
new providers so that kind of sucks, but it was
unfortunate hearing about the news.’” [WITN]

Photos Taken From WITN

https://www.witn.com/2026/03/25/greenville-womens-health-clinic-closing-after-nearly-40-years/
https://www.witn.com/2026/03/25/greenville-womens-health-clinic-closing-after-nearly-40-years/
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POLICY ANALYSIS

How GOP Policies Are Hurting Local Hospitals And The
Patients Who Rely On Them

GOP Policies Will Kick Over 15 Million Americans off Their Coverage,
Increasing the Burden of Uncompensated Care and Driving Up Health Care
Costs for Everyone
The GOP tax scam takes a sledgehammer to Medicaid and the ACA, which will raise costs and
make health care unaffordable for millions of seniors and families. Over 15 million Americans, from
seniors to children to people with disabilities, are expected to lose their health care. Nearly three
million Americans who relied on Medicaid or the ACA have already lost their coverage since
Republicans passed the big, ugly bill. When people are thrown off their health care, they won’t
seek treatment for their chronic conditions until they’re severe and more costly to treat. This
means more ER visits, more late-stage cancer diagnoses, and more complications from lack of
preventive care. Emergency rooms will become packed with patients who are unable to pay their
bills due to loss of health coverage, forcing higher bills for everyone. A recent study by the Urban
Institute found the House reconciliation bill will result in hospitals dealing with an estimated $63
billion in uncompensated care. The financial burden of uncompensated care for those will likely
then get passed on to others through higher bills and increased premiums, increasing costs for
everyone. Health care costs will also spike for everyone as rural hospitals close, driving up costs at
nearby facilities by an estimated $500 per hospital stay. Everyone will pay the price because
Republicans put tax breaks for billionaires and big corporations above the needs of real people.

https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61466
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/national-medicaid-chip-program-information/medicaid-chip-enrollment-data/medicaid-and-chip-enrollment-trend-snapshot
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/national-medicaid-chip-program-information/medicaid-chip-enrollment-data/medicaid-and-chip-enrollment-trend-snapshot
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/State-Level-Estimates-of-Health-Care-Spending-and-Uncompensated-Care-Changes-under-the-Reconciliation-Bill-and-Expiration-of-Enhanced-Subsidies.pdf
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/2025-06/State-Level-Estimates-of-Health-Care-Spending-and-Uncompensated-Care-Changes-under-the-Reconciliation-Bill-and-Expiration-of-Enhanced-Subsidies.pdf
https://aflcio.org/about/advocacy/legislative-alerts/higher-costs-and-less-care-families-job-based-health-insurance
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/healthcare/3448991/weekender-republican-medicaid-cuts-shutter-third-rural-hospitals/
https://www.washingtonexaminer.com/policy/healthcare/3448991/weekender-republican-medicaid-cuts-shutter-third-rural-hospitals/
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Republicans Gutted the Funding That Helps Hospitals Keep Their Doors Open
The GOP tax scam severely limits the ways states fund Medicaid and reimburse hospitals for care,
including provider taxes and state-directed payments. These new restrictions will shutter
struggling hospitals and make it nearly impossible for states to manage the burden of the largest
cuts to Medicaid in history without kicking millions off their coverage. 49 states rely on “provider
taxes” or taxes on health care providers to finance their share of Medicaid spending and draw
down federal funds to make sure providers are adequately reimbursed. Republicans’ provider tax
restrictions will cut federal funding for state Medicaid programs by $240 billion. Republicans also
restricted states’ ability to provide state-directed payments. State-directed payments boost
funding to Medicaid medical providers to preserve access to health care and ensure facilities have
the resources to stay open and meet the unique needs of their communities. Each year,
state-directed payments provided hospitals, nursing homes, and other facilities with $110 billion in
critical funding, funding which is now at risk. The Republicans’ big, ugly bill also eliminated critical
financial incentives for states to expand Medicaid at a time when hospitals in non-expansion
states are deeply struggling. 10 states have yet to fully expand Medicaid: Georgia, Wisconsin,
Texas, Florida, Tennessee, Wyoming, Kansas, Alabama, Mississippi, and South Carolina. 62
hospitals across these states are already at grave risk of closure and are now further than ever
from the financial relief they need to survive since Republicans eliminated the critical incentive to
expand Medicaid.

Republicans’ Fund To Help Hospitals Survive Is A Joke
Over 330 rural hospitals are at risk of cuts or closure after Republicans gutted over $130 billion
from rural health care in their big, ugly bill. Entire communities are finding themselves without
nearby care. Patients are driving hours for basic doctor visits and prescriptions. Local economies
are suffering as health care jobs vanish. But the rural hospital fund falls far short of what rural
communities need, leaving families stranded without access to life-saving care. Republicans’
so-called “Rural Health Transformation Fund” will do little to nothing to help rural health care
providers and provides zero assistance to the urban hospitals that make up 56 percent of those
most at risk from cuts. The pity fund already failed to scratch the surface of the hundreds of
billions in cuts to hospitals, before the Trump administration dictated that no more than 15
percent of the meager funds can be used to help rural health providers stay afloat. The
consequences of the GOP’s big, ugly bill are already happening and will only get worse as deeper
cuts to hospitals take effect in 2027 and 2028. The GOP pity fund will fail to stop the bleeding.

https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/5-key-facts-about-medicaid-and-provider-taxes/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/5-key-facts-about-medicaid-and-provider-taxes/
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA4098-1.html
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/finance/amid-medicaid-cuts-debate-provider-taxes-state-directed-payments-firing-line
https://essentialhospitals.org/state-directed-payments-closing-the-medicaid-payment-gap-for-essential-hospitals/
https://essentialhospitals.org/state-directed-payments-closing-the-medicaid-payment-gap-for-essential-hospitals/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/medicaid-expansion-is-a-red-and-blue-state-issue/
https://www.markey.senate.gov/news/press-releases/markey-leader-schumer-wyden-merkley-release-data-detailing-hundreds-of-rural-hospitals-across-us-at-risk-due-to-republican-health-care-cuts
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/how-might-federal-medicaid-cuts-in-the-enacted-reconciliation-package-affect-rural-areas/
https://www.kff.org/medicaid/how-might-federal-medicaid-cuts-in-the-enacted-reconciliation-package-affect-rural-areas/
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/11/18/upshot/urban-hospitals-medicaid-cuts.html
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/10/21/trump-administration-severely-limits-funding-for-rural-hospitals-and-clinics-from-rural-health-transformation-fund-capped-at-15/
https://ccf.georgetown.edu/2025/10/21/trump-administration-severely-limits-funding-for-rural-hospitals-and-clinics-from-rural-health-transformation-fund-capped-at-15/
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“
Rural Health Transformation will not save a single hospital in our state. I don’t
think it will save a single hospital nationally.

— Jed Hansen, Executive Director of the Nebraska Rural Health Association

“
It is highly unlikely that any state will receive more money from the rural health
fund than it will lose from the historic cuts to federal funding for health care in
the 2025 reconciliation law and from other federal policy changes.

— Kaiser Family Foundation
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APPENDIX A

Hospitals At Risk of Cuts or Closure, Hospital Closures,
and Clinic Closures After Republicans Gut Medicaid, by
State
State Hospitals

At Risk
Hospitals

Closed
Clinics

Closing/Closed

National USA 418 14 241

Alabama AL 6 0 2

Alaska AK 5 0 1

Arizona AZ 7 0 8

Arkansas AR 1 1 2

California CA 42 1 20

Colorado CO 5 0 0

Connecticut CT 1 0 1

Delaware DE 1 0 0

Florida FL 1 0 2

Georgia GA 1 0 1

Hawaii HI 6 0 0

Idaho ID 3 0 1

Illinois IL 15 2 0

Indiana IN 15 0 4

Iowa IA 2 0 3

Kansas KS 9 1 0

Kentucky KY 34 0 1

Louisiana LA 33 0 2

Maine ME 5 0 8

Maryland MD 0 0 1

Massachusetts MA 4 0 0

Michigan MI 7 0 4
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State Hospitals
At Risk

Hospitals
Closed

Clinics
Closing/Closed

Minnesota MN 4 0 11

Mississippi MS 8 1 0

Missouri MO 7 2 6

Montana MT 8 0 0

Nebraska NE 4 0 1

Nevada NV 2 0 0

New Hampshire NH 4 0 2

New Jersey NJ 3 1 81

New Mexico NM 15 1 0

New York NY 30 1 7

North Carolina NC 10 0 2

North Dakota ND 4 0 0

Ohio OH 11 0 10

Oklahoma OK 21 0 1

Oregon OR 4 1 9

Pennsylvania PA 5 0 5

Rhode Island RI 2 0 0

South Carolina SC 5 0 8

South Dakota SD 2 1 0

Tennessee TN 9 0 3

Texas TX 17 1 7

Utah UT 3 0 2

Vermont VT 0 0 0

Virginia VA 7 0 6

Washington WA 16 0 12

West Virginia WV 7 0 0

Wisconsin WI 3 0 3

Wyoming WY 4 0 4

Source: Protect Our Care’s Hospital Crisis Watch Project, Updated on 3/30/26; Please see map for all 800+ facilities tracked

https://www.protectourcare.org/hospital-crisis-watch/
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APPENDIX B

Hospital Wards That Have Shuttered Since Republicans
Gut Medicaid
Facility City State

Lawrence Medical Center - Emergency Department Moulton Alabama

Ouachita County Medical Center - OB Unit Camden Arkansas

Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital - Inpatient Pediatric Unit Santa Rosa California

Glenn Medical Center - Emergency Department Willows California

O'Connor Hospital - ICU San Jose California

Community Regional Medical Center - Pediatric Specialty Unit Fresno California

Regional Medical Center - Neonatal ICU San Jose California

Los Robles Regional Medical Center Pediatric Unit Thousand Oaks California

Valley Medical Center - Neonatal ICU San Jose California

Clovis Community Medical Center - Pediatric Specialty Unit Clovis California

St. Louise Regional Hospital - ICU Gilroy California

Corona Regional Medical Center - Labor & Delivery Unit Corona California

Delta Health - Labor & Delivery Unit Delta Colorado

Banner Health's McKee Medical Center - Emergency Room Loveland Colorado

UF Health Leesburg Hospital - Labor & Delivery Unit Leesburg Florida

Jackson South Medical Center Labor & Delivery Unit Miami Florida

St. Mary's Sacred Heart Hospital - Labor & Delivery Unit Lavonia Georgia

Vista East Medical Center - Labor & Delivery Unit Waukegan Illinois

West Suburban Medical Center - Labor & Delivery Unit Oak Park Illinois

Ascension Alexian Brothers Medical Center - Labor & Delivery Unit Elk Grove Village Illinois

Green County General Hospital - Labor & Delivery Unit Linton Indiana

Greene County General Hospital - OB Services Linton Indiana

Columbus Regional Health Inpatient Rehabilitation Unit Columbus Indiana

St. Elizabeth Dearborn - ICU Lawrenceburg Indiana

Ephraim McDowell Fort Logan Hospital Birthing Center Stanford Kentucky

UofL Shelbyville Hospital - ICU Shelbyville Kentucky

Our Lady of Lourdes Heart Hospital - Emergency Room Lafayette Louisiana

Mount Desert Island Hospital OB Unit Bar Harbon Maine

Mercy Medical Center - Maternity Unit Springfield Massachusetts

Aspirus Ironwood Hospital - Labor & Delivery Unit Ironwood Michigan

Faribault Medical Center - Labor & Delivery Unit Faribault Minnesota
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Facility City State

Allina's Owatonna Hospital - On Call OB-GYN Physician Services Owatonna Minnesota

Mayo Clinic Hospital - Albert Lea, Surgery Unit Albert Lea Minnesota

Mercy Hospital-Unity Campus - Inpatient Chemical Dependency Fridley Minnesota

Memorial Hospital Biloxi - Labor & Delivery Unit Biloxi Mississippi

Fitzgibbon Hospital - Inpatient Behavior Health Unit Marshall Missouri

HCA Midwest Health Research Medical Center - Obstetrics and NICU Kansas City Missouri

Ste. Genevieve County Memorial Hospital - Labor & Delivery Unit Genevieve Missouri

Providence St. Patrick Hospital - Labor & Delivery Unit Missoula Montana

Providence St. Patrick Hospital Family Maternity Center Missoula Montana

Clifton-Fine Hospital - Inpatient Care Star Lake New York

Westfield Memorial Hospital - Inpatient Care Westfield New York

MetroHealth Cleveland Heights Medical Center - Psychiatric Emergency
Department Cleveland Heights Ohio

Soin Medical Center - Labor & Delivery Unit Beavercreek Ohio

Fairfield Medical Center Sleep Lab Lancaster Ohio

Asante Ashland Community Hospital - Orthopedic Surgery, Sports
Medicine and Spine Care Clinic Ashland Oregon

Oregon Medical Group - OB-GYN Department Eugene Oregon

Providence Seaside Hospital - Labor & Delivery Unit Seaside Oregon

Bradford Regional Medical Center - Emergency Room + Inpatient Services Bradford Pennsylvania

Providence St. Vincent Medical Center - Pediatric ICU Portland Oregon

Pottstown Hospital - ICU Pottstown Pennsylvania

Warren General Hospital - Labor & Delivery Unit Warren Pennsylvania

Sweetwater Hospital Association - Labor & Delivery Unit Sweetwater Tennessee

Copley Hospital - Labor & Delivery Ward Morrisville Vermont

Centra Southside Community Hospital - Labor & Delivery Unit Farmville Virginia

Aurora Medical Center - Inpatient Psychiatric Care Sheboygan Wisconsin

Banner Platte County Hospital - Labor & Delivery Unit Wheatland Wyoming

Powell Valley Healthcare - Oncology Powell Wyoming

Source: Protect Our Care’s Hospital Crisis Watch Project, Updated on 3/30/26; Please see map for all 800+ facilities tracked

https://www.protectourcare.org/hospital-crisis-watch/

